Union Notes - February 18, 2021
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When we look at our bargaining platform, new information on vaccines, and
the CLASSES report, it is clear that there are three key pillars for reopening that keep
educators, our students and our communities safe:

e Lower Community Case Rates - Lower case rates in our communities are essential
to safely reopening. San Diego needs to be in the red tier or better.

e Onsite Mitigations - Testing, proper ventilation, masks, full & proper PPE, hand
sanitizing supplies and stations, reducing occupant capacity of rooms, and other
mitigation measures are critical for a successful phased reopening.

o Vaccine Availability - All employees must have the opportunity to complete the full
vaccination cycle (first and second doses, and reach peak immunity).

Make sure you attend your February SDEA site meeting to learn more about the path to
reopening.

State Testing Waiver Hearing

Previously, California was turned down for a testing waiver from the Federal Dept of
Education. The state responded with a modified short form CAASPP test. Now that there is a
new administration, there may be an opportunity to receive the testing waiver.

The CA State Board of Education will be meeting February 24. One of the agenda items
(Item 02) is the pursuit of a federal waiver for testing.


https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/gbiIWaYrNLy64X-nHkLXirfCj5nZR4W1h_dIrgtVxWQBopm7UD70-6CUUQxWukgkK9yvcqtoPqjtv3MwZMaT3m06jXjTCj_q-BUzRzld_CW-3N6rLCMST-lmY9eKUVMy9Nm3fQXf5f8XoFOBniSLqKdZyEB9sqqyAUDRVrVDIRcdaTlaFRgGEq9Q9Q8A2Vi__Xk3YJXKtbWjAyib3TupcIBDiCgpzwcRN6NdVG-a4Qkldhv2FEbBh3G0BcQlwgDaQf3XIvmdJCBSYGj-cATfSwYeTCfyjV4j1JNchGkqfq0/39k/yEJSETh7SNikucyYDnu0EQ/h0/uRCTdM6UCQA1E4Q9NvogmDdUqptpXJVYnCDyz2RWgYo
https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/P8Elou2Rvc0qoMPEUZrMXcOpy_XqN4R2ZGjoK-5zZnnYnpkaStNX9Wr02v9MR3-8iYTIrfKhdMJuBhfEo6pTiAWGjOaWUCHrbRVTT6PR_cUR597Zl9WvZ6GYzKSmS5-2rcfvk5Ep7Q0d73Ilv5gDa6_DAjOfJWS6E-YisBpTd8zwkINiFqLMIPmRcBOvhRHndAdUNZ4Q8H7uI7RcRVWXjNRGH9GJsyG5bhpXiDv5vFK_pCN5Zirz5mY2u9OcOFtFZzamU3LT2WGitmhBzHdOfyFtsaUTy5YJEbEAwdXAZdAtYYCj_K53XC9DkHy0vO21qz3F03OQmiYgvQm-voSFyeieVdp7RUMPCIU9RGXxJ8x2MDmYQN27WLWQ1peQTnJ1tjXXgk8mwCxdvSJEXfeDaQ/39k/yEJSETh7SNikucyYDnu0EQ/h1/-uXDAXfKWhjFodhe7kNf50t7xZvSC9UUKwjw9WR7tY4
https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/atcYNHk4Eh2YdGnwBh-YDPA4Nub_x7nGDKM7yT0A-XeSn4EB229mTfhg9rfHIZaOjsJafvsHIPnTcEAz4O0FnAsSNlgq1rOTpaiwbBlXnQOdUHatl3cQrAL15tXA4pxKpZg-VDOo6-ym8otvQRxUsKPMUd1KE58tK59DnhQ3q33-TO45Fx-2UbmsGGIV-Zwpr52TJvdHyT2U5E1A9YfHc8VlVKKlNbFf9rS7afgGa9xrztBhxKhCi_2nCS-y4IQu1M5KTWAc7fSs8aNR_qz8ZjB8Hrhh9vmgvZELgHRxwVaTtdElzFXbULDoNJYahckwHGba4BojI0_ADwjT8i-hOw/39k/yEJSETh7SNikucyYDnu0EQ/h2/No5-MN8qx8Mp6U0edetLtbMjWosEluzLZRnG2iNzHw0

If you are interested in addressing the board as a concerned citizen, they accept one minute
commentary via phone. Directions on how to call in are on the website. Since the meeting
is scheduled for 8:30 am, it may be easier to submit written comment.

According to the website, the public is highly encouraged to submit written comments to
the SBE members in advance for their prior consideration. In order to help ensure that board
members have sufficient time to review all comments, please submit comments by noon on
Monday, February 22, 2021. Comments should be submitted to the SBE mailbox

at: sbe@cde.ca.gov.

We absolutely cannot afford to divert precious time and resources to a standardized test
that will collect utterly useless data. And we certainly don't need to increase the stress of
students who already are enduring life and learning during a pandemic. SDEA and CTA have
been and will continue to advocate for students and educators. You can add your name to a
CTA petition calling for a 2021 state testing waiver. The language from the CTA petition
could be used in your public comment.

Volunteer Opportunities

COVID-19 Community Response Volunteers Needed! The coronavirus health crisis continues
to grow and our workers need more help than ever. As workers face layoffs and cancelled
shifts, making ends meet becomes harder and harder. The SD and Imperial Counties Labor
Council has transitioned to open food distribution sites for union members & the general
public but they need help to make it a success. Sign up to volunteer TODAY!

Disability Insurance Pays You

Health insurance pays your doctor. Disability insurance pays you. Disability benefits are paid
directly to you if you're unable to work due to:

Injury
lliness (including mental health disorders and substance abuse)
Pregnancy and childbirth

Learn more and apply online: standard.com/cta/sdea.

Read Across America 2021 and California Reads

This year, Read Across America Day falls on March 2nd. Rather than celebrate reading on
just one day, each month the Read Across America calendar features three books that
explore a topic related to diversity and inclusion.
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California Reads also promotes reading year-round with teacher-approved quarterly book
recommendations for multiple age groups. California Reads promotes reading through a
yearly list of 20 teacher-recommended books in five age categories: Pre-K/TK/K, Grades 1-2,
Grades 3-5, Grades 6-8 and Grades 9-12.
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